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TEBBETTS, Leon Harold 
born June 15, 1908, in Lynn, Massachusetts. 
Biography: Leon Harold Tebbetts 
Leon Harold Tebbetts was born June 13, 1908, in 
Lynn, Mass., the son of William G-arfield Tebbetts 
of Readfield, Maine, and the former Lillian Mabel 
Turner of South China, Maine. A few months after 
birth, in 1909, the family returned to Maine and 
settled in Augusta where Mr. Tebbetts was employed 
in the insurance business. In 1912, the family 
moved to Hallowell. Subsequent moves took them to 
Rockland in 1914-, Lev; is ton in 1915, Waterville in 
1917, Bangor in 1923 and Portland in 1925. 
Mr. Tebbetts was educated in the various elementary 
schools of the cities mentioned above. He was graduated 
from Deerin3 High School in Portland in 1927 and in 
1928 attended Colby College in Waterville for one 
year-. While at college he was a member of the fraternity 
knov/n as the Lancers Club. 
Following two y ,ars of illness after leaving college, 
Mr. Tebbetts became associated with the editorial 
staff of the Portland Sunday Telegram and has been 
employed with that paper six years to date. He commenced 
the compiling of data for his geologic history of Maine 
in 1933 and published the book, "The Amazing Story of 
Maine" in September, 1935, under the name of a new 
publishing house which he has launched himself. Mr.Teb­
betts illustrated the book himself^-being a member of 
the Art Associates of Portland, 
Mr. Tebbetts was married in 1931 to the former Miss Alice 
Strout Cleaves of Portland and Chebeague Island. They have 
one son, William Cleaves Tebbetts. 
^The Bradford Press 
12 Monument Square 
Portland, Maine 
April 9, 1935 




Dear Mr. Dunnack: 
I should very much liked to have called on you Monday 
morning and talked with you about EJ book, "The Amazing 
Story of Maine," but I had to take the 9:30 £rain and so 
missed that opportunity. I was visiting over* Sunday with 
my parents at Manchester. 
Mr. Spencer writes me that you wish two of my books 
when they appear and I want to thank you for the order. 
It helps me a great deal toward my goal. 
This being my first experience in book publishing, in 
fact my first appearance as an author outside of feature 
writing for the Portland Sunday Telegram where I am employed, 
Ic am having my trouble s and fun. Working literally from 
s^ratch^as I am forced to do, I am getting a great deal of 
satisfaction watching things grow. 
I am making an effort to secure one hundred advance 
orders, an agreement with my printer. I have already obtained 
forty-one and with a new set of circulars which the printer 
has kindly furnished me I hope to reach the stated mark. Not 
knowing what libraries in Maine to write to and what not , I 
am sending circulars to all them. 
Your own experiences as an author and librarian are well 
known to me, and I am wondering if I am bold in asking you 
if you have any suggestions to offer that would better glide 
me over some of the pitfalls of publishing. Although I do not 
wish to announce this publicly, if all goes well with this 
first venture of mine, and it 4njoys even a very small success, 
I shall launch more books, by other authors, and establish 
a publishing house in Maire for fine boolfs. 
In a few days I will send you one of my new circulars. Your 
comment will be welcome. 
Sincerely yours, 
J^ tcvy • I -dLiUXly)-
September 27, 1935 
Leon H. Tebbetts 
c/o The Bradford Press 
Portland, Maine 
Pear Mr. Tebbetts; 
We have received the copies of your THE /..i,l/.ZING 
STORY OP MAINE, and are very appreciative of your 
kindness in autographing one copy for our Maine Author 
Collection. It is indeed a valuable book, and one 
that we are particularly glad to have in the library. 
We regret, however, that we have no biographical 
material for our files. Would you be willing to 
send us a few important facts, not forgetting dates, 
at your convenience. We appreciate our authors1 
cooperation in matters of this sort, and assure you 
that your assistance will be gratefully received. 
Very truly yours 
Maine State Library 
hm Secretary 
Amazing Facts On Prehistoric 
Maine Revealed In New Book 
Leon Harold Tebbetts Writes Astonishing Account Of 
Former Volcanoes, Early Seas, Extinct Animals, 
Mountain Ranges And Ancient People 
— ) Left—Creatures of a Maine, sea bed many millions of years ago—^fossils 
! of which have been found in several places in Maine. Center—An imaginative 
When word was passed around the j scene 0f Maine as it looked when the world was young. Right—Corythosaufrus, 
office two years ago that one of the j the helmeted lizard of the Reptile Age, not found in Maine, but probably typi­
cal of the monsters which may have roamed this area at one time. All draw­
ings in woodcut style by Leon Harold Tebbetts, author of "The Amazing 
Story of Maine," 
wondered. Some "day, "year-old " Telegram writer. We read i 
Sunday Telegram reporters was writ­
ing a book, proof of the adage, "A 
prophet is without honor in his own 
country," flew from wall to wall of 
the editorial room, Dark and varied 
were the predictions of the Express-
Press Herald reporters who expressed 
doubt that a book of the difficult 
nature planned could be done. 
We understood Leon Harold Teb­
betts' book was to deal with the ge­
ologic history of Maine. But days 
faded into weeks and weeks into 
months. We were curious. A year 
ago we learned that our comrade had joined the Art Associates in order to 
learn drawing and thus be able to 
illustrate his book. It began to look 
serious. We said so. The concensus 
was that if he mastered the difficult 
art of drawing, he deserved praise. 
But weHstilT 
we agreed, Tebbetts would finish his his book, we studied his pen and ink 
book "and' be sin hunting for a pub- drawings, we discussed the book's 
lisher. Undoubtedly that obstacle "make-up," its binding, its unusually 
would prove insurmountable, so we clear print, and we liked "The Amaz-
kept still and waited for Tebbetts to ing Story of Maine." We agreed that 
come downstairs from the Telegram it was truly a scholarly work, packed 
office and assure us that he had with information, presenting Maine 
failed. But no. geologic and archaeologic sciences in 
"The Amazing Story of Maine," by a new and accessible form. 
Leon Harold Tebbetts. was published Bo You Know? 
late last week. Do you know that volcanoes were 
Down in the editorial room of the]once common in Maine, or that 
Express-Press Herald the reporters Maine has had mountain ranges in 
heard the news. In justice to our- ;past times which were higher than 
selves it must be said we were pleased 
as the proverbial "punch" that our 
black forebodings of impending dis­
aster had been overcome by the 27-
the Andes? Have you heard of the I 
lost land of Appalachia which re­
putedly lay off the coast of Maine 
and sank beneath the waves during i 
a mighty block faulting millions of 
years- ago, or of the great glaciers 
which buried this State under a mile 
of ice. or of the mysterious Red 
Paint People whose identity still baf­
fles 'science and whose culture 
equalled if not surpassed that of 
modern Indians? strange as these 
facts may seem they are presented 
in this new book. 
Tebbetts has compiled evidence to 
ijj&ye that Mother Nature by no 
lieans slighted this State in the pass­
age of time and the miracles wrought 
through the ages. In fact, although 
dinosaur bones have perhaps never 
been found in this area, as they 
have in some other states, due, prob­
ably, to the agencies of erosion, there 
a£e plentiful records of other past 
events to make a truly amazing story. 
This unique book takes the story 
of Maine through over a billion years, 
starting with Cosmic time, when the |earth was being fashioned out of 
chaos and was supposedly molten 
and uninhabitable, and following the 
thread of events up through all the 
ages to the last and present era, ex­
plaining how Maine mountains came 
to be, how the rivers were born, why 
to geoIbgTsts, Maine rivers originally 
ran along different courses. The An­
droscoggin flowed, many hundreds of 
who first tojd me about the rocks?' 
Tebbetts' entertaining style, plus the 
strange geologic facts he has un-
Maine is a sloping plain dipping into 
the Atlantic, where the coast line 
used to be, what happened to Maine 
when the glaciers passed down over 
it, and what may be expected of the 
geological future of this very old 
state. 
A Strange Place 
One billion yeaas ago, in fact not 
so long ago as that, Maine was a far 
different place from what it is now. 
Originally there was nothing grow­
ing upon this planet, neither plant 
nor animal life. There were no 
mountains known to us today or riv­
ers such as the Penobscot, the Ken­
nebec and others. The scene of ere- I 
ation was a dismal thing. 
, Scenery began to develop slowly. 
Mountains were pushed out of the 
earth. Volcanoes sprung up more or 
less intermittently. Seas rolled over 
Maine and retreated, bringing prim­
itive life and leaving fossils. Maine 
geologists have proven the existence 
of these ancient seas as far inland 
ses Ripogenus Dam where coral re­
mains have been found. At Long 
Lake, Ashland Village, Caribou, 
Houlton and other places fossil shells 
and plants have been found which 
were laid down in seas possibly some 
500,000,000 years ago. 
The record of events in Maine is 
considerably broken, due to erosive 
action which has destroyed the fos­
sils, and several eras aire completely 
^without evidence in this State 
Where such interruption occur, Mr. 
Tebbetts, in order to maintain the 
continuity of the evolutionary scheme, 
has enlarged upon events transpiring 
in other sections of North America 
at the time to paint an imaginary 
picture of Maine. 
The book carries the reader hypo­
thetical^ up through the Mesozoic, 
or Age of Reptiles, about which lit­
tle is known in this area, describing 
the development of the dinosaurs 
and flying monsters, and follows on 
into the Cenozoic era when the gi-| ant mammals dominated the scene. 
Maine Rivers 
j One chapter deals with the devel-
: opment of Maine- rivers. According 
— —> ^ "x ouxaxig ui i n n -
miles westward to the Connecticut! earthed should go far toward making 
River. The valley now occupied by the book a favorite not only in Maine 
the Kennebec held but a small stream ; but in other states 
and the original Kennebec River ( 
started northeast of Moosehead Lake I 
and ran southward along what is1 
now Spencer Stream, down the Dead, 
Carrabassett, Sandy and Androscog-
igin Rivers, draining a vast area of 
the Moosehead, Plateau. East of to­
day's Kennebec the old China River, 
now a chain of lakes, carried the 
drainage which at present empties 
into . the Kennebec. Those rivers . 
which did not have their mouths in ! 
other states flowed into the sea far ! 
out from the present shore line, for 
during the Cenozoic time, prior to 
the glaciers, Maine's land area ran 
out as far as Georges Bank. Georges 
Bank was at one time the boundary 
between land and water and what is 
now the Galf of Maine was dry land 
teeming with animal life and vege­
tation and furrowed with young 
rivers. 
Several chapters are devoted to a 
discussion of the Red Paint People, 
whose relics found always buried in 
red ochre, have for a long time pre­
sented a problem to archaeologists, 
and whose habitat seems to have been 
south central Maine. Most of the 
facts gleaned by the author will come 
as a distinct surprise to those who 
have heretofore thought Maine's first 
residents were a part of the Algonkian 
stock found here by the first set­
tlers. Had these tribesmen been left 
alone, Tebbetts remarks, 'Maine 
might have been the seat of a true 
civilization long before the white man 
came with his axe and his plough to 
clear up the wilderness. A compre­
hensive geologic chart is placed at 
the end of the book. 
The Author 
Leon Harold Tebbetts was born in 
Lynn, Mass., June 13, 1908, the son 
ot Mr. and Mrs. William G. Tebbetts, 
now of Manchester, Maine. He was 
graduated from Deering High School 
and attended Colby College before he joined the Telegram staff six years 
ago. His idea for the book came 
three years ago when in gathering 
information for a feature story he 
stumbled on many little known facts 
concerning Maine's geologic history. 
On Sundays and holidays and af­
ter working hours Tebbetts worked on 
his book, aided by Maine geologists 
and archaeologists who generously 
subscribed to the undertaking, and 
watched with interest the develop­
ment of the long needed book which 
sought to present the whole story of 
prehistoric Maine for the first time to 
the lay public. There were many ob­
stacles to overcome. 
"For one thing," he says, "I wanted 
the book to be illustrated a certain 
way and I knew there was no way 
aro md the problem except to do the job myself. I couldn't draw but I 
decided I would have to learn." I 
To#ay, one year after beginning in ' 
the field of art, Tebbetts has illus- ! 
trated "The Amazing Story of j 
Maine" with five surprisingly good ; 
drawings in woodcut style. 
"The Amazing Story of Maine," 1 
published at The Bradford Press of j 
Portland, is dedicated "to my father I 
Portland Sunday Telegram 
September 29, 1935 
r 
Falmouth Book House 
'Publishers 
No. 12 Monument Square, Portland, Maine 
Miss Hilda McLeod 
Maine State Library-
Augusta, Maine 
Dear Miss McLeod: 
I wish to thank you for your kind letter regarding 
my book. I shall try to comply wi h your wishes 
regarding biographical material. My family have resided 
in so many places in Maine that I am a little doubtful 
about dates and so have written to my folks for that 
data. 
When I have the information at hand , I shall 
send it to you promptly, and thank you for the 
intere st. 
Oct. 6, 1935 
Very truly yours, 
November 2, 1935 
Leon Harold Tebbetts 
Falmouth Book House 
12 Monument Square 
Portland, Maine 
Dear Mr. Tebbetts: 
We have received the biographical sketch 
which you so kindly sent, and we thank you for your 
interest and cooperation May we also express our 
sincere good wishes for the success of the Falmouth 
Book House. 
Very truly yours 
Maine State Library 
hm Secretary 
Falmouth Book House 
Tublisbers 
No. 12 Monument Square, Portland, Maine 
Miss Hilda McLeod 
Maine State Library 
Augusta, Maine 
Dear Miss McLeod; 
Under separate cover I am mailing you a 
copy of "Grandma's Album Quilt" for Mrs. Prince, 
who wrote it. 
We are glad to announce this as the second 
offspring of our new house, and hope you like 
the copy we mail. In the future we hope to have 
a whole lot more book about Maine. 
For Mrs. Prince and ourselves, I thank you 
for the interest you have taken in this book. 
April 3,1936 
Sincerely yours. 
April 8, 1936 
Leon H. Tebbetts 
Falmouth Book House 
No. 12 Monument Square 
Pert land, Maine 
Dear Mr. Tebbetts: 
We have received GRANDMA'S ALBUM QUILT, 
and thank you for your kindness in forward­
ing the book. 
We have written to Mrs. Prince, express­
ing our congratulations, "but we feel that the 
publisher merits at least "honorable mention" 
for such attractive print and format. The 
book, from a publishing standpoint alone, is 
a distinct addition to the Maine Author Col­
lection. 
Please accept our best wishes for contin­
ued success and increasing prosperity. 
Yery truly yours 
Maine State Library 
hm Secretary 
January 14, 1938 
Mr. Leon T'ebbetts, Editor 
Falmouth Book Bouse 
12 Monument Square 
Portland, Maine 
Dear Mr. Tebbetts: 
With pleasure, we noted in one of your recent 
circulars, mention of many Maine books. Fortu­
nately we have almost all the published volumes in 
the Maine Author Collection, but WHY LEAVE HOME does 
not seem to be here. Can you give us Mr. Kennedy's 
address, that we may correspond with him regarding 
this collection? Do you know whether or not Mr. 
Kennedy was born in Maine? 
Your own new book, 0 BIG EAKTH i promises to be 
an arresting volume, and we hope that vo may look 
forward to an continuance of your generous interest 
in the Maine Author Collection with the presentation 
of an inscribed copy. Vve assure you that we would 
be delighted to add your second book to the shelves, 
and we take this opportunity of wishing it a 
gratifying success. 
At any time when you are publishing books by 
Maine people, or with Maine settings and subjects, 
we would be grateful for this information. Perhaps 
you publish circulars or cot- logs from time to time; 
if so, will you please add our name to the mailing 
lis t. 
Very truly yours 
MAINE STATE LIBRARY 
BY 
Excerpt from a letter filed 
under correspondence of Dr. 
J. T. Kennedy. 
January 17, 1938 
"Work is progressing rapidly on Mr. Tebbettfs new 
novel, 0 BIG EARTH.', ana it should appear soon. I am 
sure that Mr. Tebbetts will forward you an inscribed copy 
for the Maine Author Collection. 
" You may rest as SUBS d that we will keep you informed as 
to our activities here. It is our aim, as a Maine publishing 
house, to do all possible to encourage Maine authors and books 
about Maine. Our subsidiary house, The Triad Edit ions, is 
now preparing an anthology of New England verse in which 
shall appea.r much work of Maine poets. 
(signed) 
"Very truly yours, 
Hayden B. Wright 
Promotion Manager" 
September 22, 1938 
Mr. Leon Tebbetts, Editor 
Falmouth Book House 
12 Monument Square 
Portland, Maine 
Dear Mr. Tebbetts: 
0 BIG EARTH seems to be receiving favorable 
attention and reviews, and we are very glad, par­
ticularly since the author is a Maine man. Pleas 
add our congratulations to those of your other 
friends, and our best wishes for a successful 
life for this book. 
We wonder if you will not care to inscribe 
and present a copy to the Maine Author Collection 
You may, perhaps, recall that we have your THE 
AMAZING STORY OP MAINE on the shelves, end we 
hope we may be privileged to add the new book. 
We hope the anthology of New England verse, 
under preparation by The Triad Editions, is 
progressing satisfactorily, and that we may look 
forward to seeing that book in print before long. 
Very truly yours 
MAINE STATE LIBRARY 
BY 
hm SECRETARY 
Falmouth Book House 
Publishers 
No. 12 Monument Square, Portland, Maine 
ov.  23,1933 
M|ss Hilda McLeod 
Haine State Library 
Augusta, Laine 
Dear Miss cLeod: 
jjSfeg ± J-wst discovered I :iat I  had not .sailed yo-u . a 
0 i  «*G> -itrthJ 1  and ha. ten to send you one 
rltn my apologies for the delay. 
f3 have beenso busy here that many things have 
b3en neglected. 
Hoping you ill ar ".on 3, I am 
Sincerely yours, 
^JLo-ry ~~ 
November 29, 1938 
Mr. Leon Tebbetts 
Falmouth Book House 
12 Monument Square 
Portland, Maine 
Dear Mr. Tebbetts: 
The autographed copy of 0 BIG EARTH I 
for the Maine Author Collection has been 
received, and we are very pleased to be 
able to include this volume in the exhibit. 
It has impressed us as being an 
extremely clever and discerning satire, 
and we hope that its recognition and 
appreciation by readers will continue. 
Please accept our sincere thanks for 
your interest in the collection, and for 
your generosity in presenting a copy of 
0 BIG EARTH I for exhibit purposes. 
Very truly yours 
MAINE STATE LIBRARY 
BY 
hm SECRETARY 
